THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
the importation of food, and in June 1846 the abolition of the
Corn Laws began. But the great landed interests which still
predominated in the government of England felt that they had
been betrayed by the leaders of their own class in Parliament.
The Good Fortune of the Throne. This period of re-
organization was facilitated by a piece of good fortune in con-
nection with the Throne. When William IV died in 1837 there
acceded his niece, the daughter of the Duke of Kent, a young
woman in her eighteenth year, by name Victoria. She was of
excellent reputation, possessed of a strong character, sufficiently
well taught, but hitherto somewhat ignorant of the world. This
change in the character of the occupant of the throne was of the
highest advantage to England as the country had now come
to be constituted, and how this was so it is important to
understand.
For the proper working of that aristocratic policy in which
England was so conspicuously different from all the rest of
Europe it was necessary that there should be in name at least a
monarchical centre—a Crown.
The old monarchy had been destroyed for good and all at
the Revolution in 1688, and since then the gentry had allowed no
King or Queen to govern. But the office was maintained not
only,in name and as a centre and symbol of national unity, but
also with certain declining powers still attaching to it. What was
more, on a very large number of points no definition had been
given. One might say that in theory a King or Queen might do
a number of things which in practice they were not allowed to
do—for instance, give orders to the Army without consulting a
minister. In other words, although in practice the remaining
shadow of power in the monarchy had been reduced to next to
nothing, there might on occasion be some anxiety among gentle-
men lest it should revive. It was precisely during the great
social strain, between Waterloo and the middle of the nineteenth
century, when what I have called "The Reorganization'* was
developing, that the monarchical danger to aristocratic govern-
ment might arise. For it is the business of a monarch who
really rules to support the populace against the privileged classes,
since a monarch stands for all men.
Now, the appearance in 1837 of a man of determined character,
a legitimate King of the royal house (which had now been acknow-
ledged from long before living memory, having been quite
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